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Organization of the Profession in Pennsylvania
*
By George Wilkinson
In the January, 1925, number, an historical writer, to whom we
shall refer more fully a little later, says, in a signed contribution
to The Journal of Accountancy,
“ I have been unable to find, so far, the name of any firm or practitioner
who posed as a public accountant prior to that period” (1880-1883).

It becomes, therefore, of more than passing interest to know
who the real pioneers of our profession in the United States were,
and where and when their efforts materialized. There seems to
have been just a quartet of them in the city of Philadelphia. All
of them have passed on to their reward.
In a booklet of eighty-seven typewritten pages, nicely bound
and distributed to his chosen friends, Mr. T. Edward Ross and
those associated with him in the effort, made a contribution of
great value to the history of accountancy in Pennsylvania.
The occasion for the compilation of this attractive little volume
was the celebration of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Penn
sylvania Institute (in 1922).
The book referred to contains articles from the pens of half
a dozen of our most valued members: (1) A brief history of the
institute by Mr. Robert J. Bennett, secretary of the Pennsylvania
Institute; (2) a report of the twenty-fifth anniversary proceedings,
by the same writer; (3) half a dozen biographical sketches of
certain deceased members, written by individual contributors,
and (4) an extremely interesting essay entitled “Musings of a
Quarter Century,” by Mr. Joseph E. Sterrett.
From the biographical sketches referred to, we learn on
very excellent authority who were the first men who offered
* An historical sketch prepared for the thirtieth anniversary of the formation of the Pennsyl
vania Institute of Certified Public Accountants, held in Philadelphia, June 14, 1927.
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their services to the public in the commonwealth of Pennsyl
vania.
(First) The first person to establish himself as a public
accountant in Pennsylvania was the late John W. Francis, who in
1869 ventured forth on untrodden ground, by opening an office
as a public accountant in Philadelphia. Mr. Francis was a lova
ble old gentleman when most of us were boys—forty years ago.
(Second) The late Charles Nixon Vollum came second, when
he opened an office as an accountant at 134 South Fourth street,
in April, 1875, and sent out a modest bid for business, in the form
of an attractive card, hand-written and multiplied photographi
cally, explaining briefly just what he was prepared to do for the
public. Mr. Vollum died on October 26, 1911. His name pre
vails today in the firm name of Vollum & Vollum, certified public
accountants.
(Third) The late John Heins began to practise as an account
ant in 1877, with an office on the second floor front of a stone
faced building at 235 Dock street, overlooking the original stock
exchange which is still standing, now (1927) being used as a prod
uce exchange. This was a very important section of Phila
delphia forty years ago. Stephen Girard’s old banking house,
now standing tenantless, was close by, and the original Penn
Mutual Insurance Company’s building, where William Penn’s
life-size statue can still be seen, is on the adjacent corner. Mr.
Heins’ name still carries prestige for the members of the present
firm of John Heins & Co.
(Fourth) The late Lawrence E. Brown opened an office at
430 Walnut street, in 1882. His original office at this address
was in one of those old-fashioned but very substantial stone-faced
residences with marble steps at the entrance door and an iron
hand-rail. With his partners Mr. Brown established an honored
name for the firm of Lawrence E. Brown & Co., certified public
accountants.
THE FIRST EFFORT TO ORGANIZE IN PENNSYLVANIA

The earliest record that can be found of any effort to organize
the profession of the accountant in Pennsylvania seems to be in
1886, when Mr. Francis had several conferences at his office with
Messrs. Heins, Vollum and Brown looking to a plan of organiza
tion for their mutual protection and benefit. The plan was to
organize a society and to seek a charter as an educational insti
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tution, under Pennsylvania law. The society was to be called
“The Chartered Accountants’ Institute.”
The principal objects of the proposed society were:
“to elevate the standing and advance the interests of public accountants;
and to direct attention to the advantages offered by, and the safeguards
attending, the auditing and adjusting of books and accounts by persons
thoroughly skilled and experienced as public accountants, and of estab
lished personal reputation.”

It was in December, 1886, that Mr. Edwin Guthrie, F. C. A., of
Manchester, who was visiting the city of New York on the busi
ness of his firm, accepted Mr. Heins’ invitation to visit Phila
delphia, with the object of discussing the plan above referred to.
Mr. Heins introduced Mr. Guthrie to the late Mr. John W.
Francis and together these three pioneers discussed the Phila
delphia plan for a state society.
Mr. Guthrie strongly counselled Mr. Heins and Mr. Francis to
use some other name than “chartered accountants,” because, he
pointed out, it would likely conflict with the use of that title in
this country by English and Scottish accountants, visiting the
United States on professional business. This loomed as a serious
objection, at that time, for the reason that the most important
and responsible business entrusted to public accountants in those
days was given to visiting British accountants. Further than this
Mr. Guthrie, having strongly in mind the success achieved in
England by the organization (in 1882) under a royal charter, of
the Institute of Chartered Accountants, strongly counseled a
nation-wide association, in preference to a state society.
It is not of record that Mr. Guthrie, on the occasion of his visit
to Philadelphia, met Mr. Charles N. Vollum, Mr. Lawrence E.
Brown, nor Mr. Hyland B. Hayes, who had an office at 110 South
third street. Upon returning to New York Mr. Guthrie related
to his partner (Mr. James Thornley Anyon) his experience at
Philadelphia. It is remembered that he stated he had been able
to find but two accountants in the City of Brotherly Love.
GENESIS OF AMERICAN ASSOCIATION

In the January, 1925, number of The Journal of Account
there began an interesting, ingenuous and intimately
descriptive article by Mr. James Thornley Anyon, chartered
accountant and C. P. A., of New York.
In a prefatory note, Mr. Anyon admits that he is “supposed to
be the oldest practising accountant in the United States.”
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Knowing whereof he speaks, permit the present writer to say that
unquestionably Mr. Anyon is the dean of our profession.
Mr. Anyon enjoys the further remarkable distinction of having
stood at the head of his firm for no less than forty hard-working
years. In 1887 Mr. Anyon became the head of the firm of
Barrow, Wade, Guthrie & Co., first established in New York
in 1883.
In his own intimate and conversational style, Mr. Anyon tells
The Journal readers of his arrival in the city of New York and of
his presenting himself at the office of Barrow, Wade, Guthrie &
Co., 45 William street, New York, on October 25, 1886.
Also of his strong desire to meet his professional brethren in
America—if he could find any. He intimates that his diligent
inquiries in that regard disclosed to him “that there were very
few persons engaged in the profession—no more than could be
counted on the fingers of one hand.”
Mr. Anyon goes right on to say, “There was a firm called
Veysey & Veysey with a staff of two or three assistants. . . .”
This old firm of Veysey & Veysey, long since out of existence and
only a memory in connection with the earliest days of account
ancy, was composed of William H. Veysey, an old English gentle
man who never foreswore allegiance to Queen Victoria, and his
oldest son, Walter H. P. Veysey. The senior partner established
himself as a public accountant in New York in 1866, and was, I
have always believed, the first practitioner to do so.
Permit the present writer to introduce the three assistants
referred to: first, James Nicholas Kelly, who served for many
years as treasurer of the New York State Society of Certified
Public Accountants; second, George Wilkinson, whose employ
ment with the firm began January 20, 1887, and third, George
Johnston, a colored porter and office boy. Some of the earliest
meetings of the trustees of the American Association occurred in
the office of Veysey & Veysey. The writer well remembers Mr.
Anyon (the first secretary) and Mr. James Yalden (the first
president) coming to the office of Veysey & Veysey to hold one of
those trustee meetings.
Mr. Anyon goes on to write:
“ In Philadelphia the late John Heins seemed to be the only representa
tive accountant in public practice.”

This may have been the report which the late Edwin Guthrie had
brought back from Philadelphia, just before Christmas forty
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years ago, but it certainly left out of the picture those three
stalwarts, John W. Francis, Charles N. Vollum and Lawrence E.
Brown, who, as we have seen, had established themselves in
Philadelphia as public accountants in 1869, 1875 and 1882
respectively.
Continuing his narrative Mr. Anyon tells how he invited all
the accountants he found trace of to a conference in his office in
New York, including one man from Boston (a Mr. Rodney
McLaughlin).
“On the afternoon in question the gentlemen invited came at the
appointed time. There were six or seven present, including Mr. Heins who
had purposely traveled from Philadelphia to attend.”

Mr. Edwin Guthrie, F. C. A., of Manchester, England, was
invited to take the chair and Mr. James T. Anyon, who also
hailed from Lancashire, was elected secretary of the meeting.
After a full discussion, it was unanimously resolved, on the
motion of Mr. John Heins, that those present form themselves into
an association “for the advancement and protection of the inter
ests of their profession.” It was further resolved, and this time
on the motion of Mr. J. T. Anyon, that the name of the new
society should be “American Association of Public Accountants.”
Thus, on December 23, 1886, was formed the first professional
guild of accountants in the United States, with an aggregate
membership of less than a dozen.
On the 20th of August, 1887, those charter members of the
association who happened to be citizens of the United States
joined in signing a certificate of incorporation, expressing therein
their desire “to associate themselves for social and benefit pur
poses.” Mr. Anyon and Mr. Veysey, being unrepentant British
subjects, could not join in the petition.
The late Mr. James Yalden of New York was the first president
of the association, followed in 1889 by the late John Heins of
Philadelphia, who continued in the chair for three years.
Of the eight original signatories to the certificate of incorpora
tion, only two above named remained members of the association
after a dozen years. Of the original group of members only
three—Mr. J. T. Anyon, Mr. George H. Church and Mr. W. R.
Blackman—are alive today.
The principal objects for which the association was created
are stated in its articles of incorporation to be:
“to associate into a society or guild for their mutual benefit and advantage
the best and most capable public accountants practising in the United
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States; and through such association to elevate the profession of public
accountants as a whole. ...”

The charter of the association was finally issued on September
22, 1887. It required that the association’s place of business
should be in the city of New York. In order to make the mem
bership nice and select, the original by-laws provided that the
entrance fee should be an even hundred dollars. In the first year
there were thirty-one members. In a dozen years, when the
initiation fee had come down to the present popular price of
twenty-five dollars, there were sixty fellow members. This latter
number included Mr. John Heins and Mr. John W. Francis of
Philadelphia, while the present writer was the only member at
that time who lived in Chicago.
With the years that follow this history has naught to do, as
Philadelphians bore no part of the responsibility. The American
Association was virtually, as well as legally, a New York corpora
tion—domiciled in New York and governed by New York
accountants.
ORGANIZATION IN PENNSYLVANIA

The first law establishing the professional designation of
certified public accountant—C. P. A.—was passed in New York
on April 7,1896, and was approved by the governor of the Empire
State a month later. Immediately after this important happen
ing, we find the movement getting under way in the Keystone
State. In May, 1896, Mr. J. E. Sterrett sent to certain other
Philadelphia accountants, among whom were the late John
Heins, Lawrence E. Brown and Charles N. Vollum, copies of the
bill just then enacted in New York state and suggested that Penn
sylvania should make a move in the same direction. Mr. Francis
and Mr. Brown supported the proposition, but Mr. Heins was not
in favor of doing any such thing. Nothing was done at that
time.
A year later, the New York C. P. A. certificates having come
out, an actual start was made in Philadelphia. In a letter dated
March 16, 1897, and signed jointly by the late John W. Francis
and by J. E. Sterrett, these pioneers wrote their professional
brothers:
“We think it wise at this time to ask a few of the leading accountants of
this city to discuss the subject and consider the advisability of taking some
action along similar lines in our own state. We therefore cordially invite
you to an informal meeting, to be held at this office, on Tuesday evening,
March 23, 1897, at eight o’clock."
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We have it on good authority that Mr. Sterrett fully measured
the difficulty of promulgating such a radical departure in our
most conservative city. Obviously it would be an advantage to
secure the cooperation of the big, little man at 508 Walnut street,
so Mr. Sterrett took the precaution to present personally his letter
of invitation to Mr. John Heins, then ex-president of the American
Association of Public Accountants. The letter was handed by
Mr. Sterrett to Mr. Heins’ personal attendant—no less a person
age than Robert H. Montgomery—who at once secured a private
interview for the missionary. Thus was Mr. Heins won over
against his personal prejudice to accept an invitation to the
meeting.
At the initial meeting, held as scheduled, there was a sentiment
in favor of setting the legislative machinery in motion at Harris
burg, even if failure might result on the first trial. After a general
discussion, the meeting was adjourned for a week. At the ad
journed meeting, held on March 30,1897, Mr. John Heins showed
up. It was then determined to organize an association of indi
viduals, to be known as the Pennsylvania Association of Public
Accountants. Mr. John Heins was elected president and Mr.
J. E. Sterrett was elected secretary.
After appointing a committee of two to draft a constitution and
set of by-laws for the new association, the meeting got busy with a
first effort to secure a law recognizing our profession. After
another week’s adjournment, the committee brought in its
recommendation for a C. P. A. bill.
It should here be noted that while our brothers in Illinois were
struggling, early in March at Springfield (the state capital), to
secure the passage of a law similar to that enacted in New York,
under which it was proposed that the state university at Urbana
should hold the examinations, our own association, here in
Pennsylvania, acting under legal advice from the late Judge F.
Carroll Brewster, was seeking a bill authorizing the supreme
court of the state to issue certificates and appoint a board of
examiners. The chief justice had expressed his willingness to fall
in with this provision of the proposed law.
A committee consisting of Mr. John Heins and Mr. Charles N.
Vollum lost no time in getting things started. Bill No. 316 was
introduced in the senate on April 8, 1897, by State Senator
Brown. The following evening the legislative committee reported
to the newly formed association, expressing a confident hope that
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the bill would pass the senate within ten days. Alas! The
provision in the bill in regard to the state supreme court turned
but to be a stumbling block. So much so that the bill failed
to pass the senate and had to be abandoned for the 1897
session.
Two years went by.
A meeting of the Pennsylvania Association was held November
30, 1898, at which a new proposal for a C. P. A. bill was discussed.
The revised bill, relieved of its supreme court handicap, called for a
state board to be appointed by the governor.
C. P. A. LEGISLATION IN PENNSYLVANIA

With the convening of the state legislature in January, 1899,
the Pennsylvania Association again got busy with its legislative
programme. While Illinois and New Jersey accountants had
visited Springfield and Trenton respectively, with like aims in
view, and with equal lack of success, Pennsylvania kept in the
lead, being second only to New York in actual accomplish
ment.
The very first bill to be introduced in the house of representa
tives at Harrisburg, by the Honorable David S. Chew, in the
session of 1899, was the association’s bill for the establishment of
a state board. It was referred at once to the committee on
judiciary general and a week later was reported favorably to the
house.
The active work of looking after the bill at Harrisburg was
placed in the hands of the late Charles N. Vollum, chairman of the
executive committee of the Pennsylvania Association, who worked
most untiringly to secure the passage of the bill.
In the meantime literature explaining the purpose of the pro
posed law was extensively circulated by the association. The
endorsement of leading business men, of judges and of lawyers
was freely given and broadcast. The bill passed the house on
March 14th and the senate a week later. It was signed by Gov
ernor William A. Stone and became law on March 29, 1899.
This, then, was the second C. P. A. law to be enacted and the
first one creating a state board of examiners. It has been largely
copied by other states.
And what of the harvest?
The American Institute’s year-book for 1926 gives a complete
list of the examining boards of all the forty-eight states of the
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union, of the District of Columbia and of Alaska, Hawaii and the
Philippine Islands—fifty-two legislative enactments and every
one of them establishing the same professional designation—
certified public accountant. And in every state but six, the
conduct of the examinations rests in the hands of certified public
accountants.
CHANGE IN NAME

Following the passage of a C. P. A. law in the commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, the attention of our members was at once turned to
the desirability of embodying the word “certified” in the name of
the association. This object was fully accomplished on October
15, 1900, when the name of the association was changed to
Pennsylvania Institute of Certified Public Accountants. Amend
ments in the constitution and by-laws were made to accord with
this change.
PENNSYLVANIA CHARTER SECURED

On the 25th day of April, 1904, the Pennsylvania Institute
having grown to be a healthy youth of seven years, our older
brothers, of whom a majority have since departed this life, joined
in signing a certificate of incorporation.
A month later (May 24, 1904), a charter was issued, under the
act of April 15, 1874, signed by a judge of the court of common
pleas for the county of Philadelphia and duly recorded by the
recorder of deeds. This charter has ever since served the institute
as its constitution.
EARLY ACCOUNTANCY EDUCATION

The first formal examination, prescribed by the Pennsylvania
C. P. A. law of 1899, was held on November 13, 1899. Three
candidates, all of them from Pittsburgh, sat for the written
examination: two passed, one failed. Very soon it was realized
that there was pressing need, here in the Keystone State, for some
sound, dependable course of education in accountancy subjects.
The Pennsylvania Institute soon realized that the upbuilding of
our calling into a profession must come through education, far
more than through legislation. The younger generation must
come forward with a better preliminary training than the pioneers
had brought to bear. To meet this need, in the summer of 1902,
the council of the institute authorized the formation of classes for
the study of the four subjects specified in the C. P. A. law.
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PENNSYLVANIA NOT FAR BEHIND NEW YORK

Let it not be thought that Pennsylvania was far behind New
York in the matter of establishing classes for the training of its
young citizens in accountantship. These two principal states
moved almost simultaneously in this important development.
The accountancy classes conducted at the university building in
Manhattan by Dean Joseph French Johnson and his faculty of
educators were inaugurated in 1901, under the auspices of the
New York State Society of Certified Public Accountants, by
its then president, the late Charles Waldo Haskins. Students’
evening classes were established here in Philadelphia in Septem
ber, 1902, under the supervision of the institute’s committee on
education, with Mr. J. E. Sterrett, as chairman, together with
Mr. Adam A. Ross and the late Alfred L. Sellers, as secretary.
These classes were organized primarily for the purpose of affording
technical instruction to assistants engaged in the offices of mem
bers of the institute. The restriction was not strictly enforced,
because each member of the institute had the privilege of nominat
ing, from outside of his office, a student who wanted to become a
practising accountant—may be.
The fee for the full course was set at ten dollars, payable in two
equal instalments. To supplement the fund thus collected from
the students, the institute appropriated a hundred dollars from its
treasury. Volunteer instructors were enrolled from among the
leading members of the institute, the classes being held during the
evenings in the offices of their respective firms. The subjects
taken up and the instructors lecturing thereupon were:
Theory of accounts,
R. H. Montgomery
Practical accounting,
W. M. Lybrand
Auditing,
J. W. Fernley
Commercial law,
H. G. Stockwell
PIONEER EDUCATIONAL WORK IN PENNSYLVANIA

The actual work of these evening classes began October 20,
1902, and continued through that winter and the next. Hours,
eight to ten. Two subjects each evening. This educational
work, like all pioneer efforts, was not without its difficulties. The
instructors had not at that early date acquired much facility as
lecturers, but what they lacked in experience they made up in
enthusiasm and perseverance. On the other hand, the students
presented some unforeseen difficulties, due to their varying ages
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and their more varying experience. But as these students, though
comparatively few in number, were prompted by a keen desire to
better their educational equipment and were devoting their
leisure to these studies of their own volition, good progress was
made from the beginning.
At the end of the first winter’s work, the chairman of the
committee made a favorable report to the council of the institute,
in which it was intimated that the work would be continued the
next winter, with the same four instructors. The second season’s
work was even more successful and the movement gathered
impetus.
When the institute’s committee on education came to make its
second annual report on this work, it wrote, referring to the
instructors:
“These gentlemen have given generously of their time and energy, in
carrying forward this important department of the institute’s work.
Their names constitute a roll of honor as the teaching staff of the first school
of higher accounting to be established in this state.”
EDUCATIONAL CLASSES TURNED OVER TO UNIVERSITY
OF PENNSYLVANIA

By the spring of 1904 negotiations had been successfully carried
out, with the faculty of the Wharton School of Accounts and
Finance and with the trustees of the University of Pennsylvania,
under which the educational classes, so successfully inaugurated
by the Pennsylvania Institute, were turned over to the university
as a going concern. Subsequent to that date this important
educational work has been carried on, as part of the regular
curriculum of the university, to the upbuilding of our profession
in this state.
Dr. Edward Sherwood Mead was appointed director of the
Wharton School of Accounts and Finance and bestowed a great
deal of zeal thereupon. The real active operation of the university
evening classes began on the evening of the 30th of September,
1904, when Herbert G. Stockwell, attorney at law and C. P. A.
of Pennsylvania, was placed in charge of the classes in advanced
accounting for the first year of the new school.
But it was our good friend Dr. Edward Preston Moxey who
assumed, and who has maintained, the major burden of the work,
being in charge of the accounting classes. Ever since then and up
to this day, Dr. Moxey, still a young man, has carried on this
work—twenty-three years.
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When the institute’s evening accountancy classes were ceded to
the Wharton school, certain members of the institute undertook to
guarantee the expenses of conducting the classes—advertising,
light, heat, janitor services and the like—for the first winter
season, but the guarantors were never called on for any money.
PLAN FOR THE FEDERATION FIRST PRESENTED TO PENNSYLVANIA

In the autumn of 1902, when Pennsylvania was in the throes of
inaugurating students’ evening classes, a missionary from the west
arrived in Philadelphia and was invited to establish his quarters
in the offices of a firm of accountants in the Stephen Girard build
ing, on Twelfth street. This person explained that he had lately
been elected president of the Illinois Association of Public Ac
countants ; that a special committee of that association had been
authorized to consult the several existing state societies as to
forming a national body of professional accountants. The name
proposed by the Illinois Association was “The Federation of Ac
countants.”
Provided the brethren in the City of Brotherly Love endorsed
the plan, the missionary from the west would carry on; would visit
Baltimore and Boston. Indeed, he hoped to muster courage
enough to invade Manhattan.
An informal evening meeting of the institute was held and the
president of the Illinois Association was given an opportunity to
explain his plans, which were summarized thus:
"to link the several existing state societies together, under one control, for
mutual protection and advantage; to promote additional state societies
of public accountants; to encourage uniform state C. P. A. legislation; and
ultimately to secure recognition from the federal government.”

It was pointed out that accountants practising in the west did
not feel that the old-established American Association of Public
Accountants, domiciled as it was in New York and governed by a
New York board, was fulfilling its avowed calling as a national
institute.
THE FEDERATION IDEA ACCEPTED BY PENNSYLVANIA

Being always ready to support a movement for the betterment
of the profession, the Philadelphians endorsed the plan of federat
ing the existing societies and promised to send delegates to the
forthcoming convention at Washington. In due course official
action of the institute was taken and two delegates were appointed
—Mr. Robert H. Montgomery and the late Mr. A. R. Barrett.
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The first convention was held at the New Willard Hotel in
Washington on October 28, 1902, and was an immediate success.
Many practitioners had prophesied that nothing formative could
be accomplished at the first convention. The scoffers were sur
prised to find that what they expected would take two or three
meetings was accomplished in one day. Permanent officers were
elected, constitution and by-laws were adopted and the whole works
was completed. The business which took the most time was naming
the infant. All the delegates present wanted to participate in the
christening, and not merely as spectators. Each group added
something to the name, until in the end the poor baby was over
burdened with the following: The Federation of Societies of Public
Accountants in the United States of America.
At a meeting of the Pennsylvania Institute, held on November
25, 1902, resolutions were passed that the Pennsylvania Institute
become a member of the federation.
At each of the following annual conventions of the federation
and of the meetings of its directors, Pennsylvania was always
represented and took an active part in the work.
At the succeeding annual conventions of the federation, in 1903
and 1904, it was established that
“The several state societies of accountants, without forfeiting any of
their sovereign powers, in their own states, could work, hand in hand,
under one executive, in all matters related to the Washington government,
both legislative and executive branches. Hand in hand for the common
good of all.”

As it turned out, the life of the federation was disproportionate
to the length of its name. It can not be doubted, however, that
while its name was dropped after its second year, the good work it
accomplished has not been lost to the profession. Through the
work of the federation, from 1902 to 1905, the principle was
firmly established that the interests of the profession demanded
and that the members of the profession would support a national
organization of accountants.
THE CONGRESS OF ACCOUNTANTS AND THE PENNSYLVANIA
INSTITUTE

At the annual banquet of the Pennsylvania Institute, held at the
Hotel Bellevue on May 27, 1904, one of the guests was the secre
tary of the Federation of Societies of Public Accountants, who had
been invited by the toastmaster of the occasion—Mr. William
M. Lybrand—to speak in regard to the proposed congress of
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accountants, to be held under the auspices of the Louisiana
Purchase Exposition, at St. Louis, in the following September.
After narrating something of his recent visit to St. Louis, and after
describing some of the architectural beauties of the exposition
buildings and the scope of the exposition, the secretary of the
federation said:
“The official bulletin of the exposition company announces there will
be held on the fair grounds—“International congresses of learned men
from everywhere.” This is where we come in! The executive committee
of the federation has authorized the announcement of a programme for a
congress of professional accountants, to be held in the Hall of Congress, in
the fair grounds, during the last week of September.”

After enumerating the several states where associations of ac
countants had been organized, each one of which was expected to
contribute some members of the congress, and after telling of the
arrangements already made by the committee on arrangements,
the secretary went on:
“Other professions, the most dignified and learned, have held national
congresses, but this will be the first national meeting of professional
accountants ever held in the United States of America.
“The Pennsylvania Institute has stood out most prominently in en
couraging the federation, from the very inception, and has been con
spicuous in good works, on its own account. ...”

The secretary concluded a long address by extending, on behalf
of the federation, a most cordial invitation to the members of the
Pennsylvania Institute to attend the congress of accountants at
St. Louis, in September, 1904. That the invitation was enthu
siastically accepted was shown by the outcome. Four members
of the Pennsylvania Institute took a prominent part on the com
mittee on arrangements for the congress and themselves contrib
uted greatly to the success of the conference. These were Messrs.
William M. Lybrand, Robert H. Montgomery, Joseph E. Sterrett
and Charles N. Vollum.
The contribution of the Pennsylvania Institute to the success of
the congress was notable. Mr. J. E. Sterrett was elected per
manent chairman of the congress of accountants.
Chairman Sterrett’s opening address to the members of the
congress of accountants gave a vivid insight, as well as an accurate
history, of what had been accomplished, up to that date, on behalf
of the profession of the public accountant in America. This
address, appearing in full in the official record of the congress,
makes most interesting reading today.
A valuable contribution to the literature of our profession was
the paper read by Robert H. Montgomery, one of the delegates
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from Pennsylvania, recommending uniform practice in the
accounts of public-service corporations.
Another special feature of the congress was a cash prize given
for the best essay on the mode of conducting an audit, to be written
and read at the congress by a clerk regularly employed on a salary
by a public accountant firm. The prize was won by Mr. Walter
A. Staub, then of Philadelphia, whose treatise is considered a
valuable and permanent contribution.
BRITISH AND CANADIAN SOCIETIES AT THE CONGRESS

Mr. Francis William Pixley, F. C. A. of London, barrister-atlaw, fellow and past president, represented the Institute of Char
tered Accountants in England and Wales.
Mr. James Martin, F. S. A. A., of London, for many years its
secretary, represented the Society of Accountants and Auditors,
Incorporated.
The several Canadian accountancy organizations were each
represented by delegates chosen from among their own members.
It is within the scope of this historical sketch to follow the de
velopment of the national organization, for the reason that the
Pennsylvania Institute has always played a prominent and well
considered part in such development.
At a regular meeting of the American Association of Public
Accountants, held on January 10, 1905, in the city of New York,
the constitution and by-laws of the association were amended so
as to
(1) Take into membership, as society fellows, the entire mem
bership of the several societies and associations in the
federation.
(2) Adopt substantially the form of government of the federa
tion.
In this way the two rival organizations were merged. The
name of the association was retained, the essential structure of
the federation was maintained.
By proper action of its council, and of its members, taken on
April 17, 1905, the entire membership of the Pennsylvania Insti
tute became society members in the American Association of
Public Accountants, from October 1,1905. The Federation of So
cieties of Public Accountants came to an end. It is a pleasant
memory to many of us. It served a useful purpose.
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At the annual meeting of the reformed national association,
held at the Hotel Astor in New York on October 17, 1905, sepa
rate societies came bodily into the American Association from the
following states: New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio,
Illinois, Maryland, Tennessee, Minnesota, California, Massachu
setts, Missouri, Washington, Colorado, Georgia and Michigan.
At the meeting in question every one of these states was repre
sented by delegates, bearing credentials from their respective so
cieties.
This reformed national body continued from 1905 to 1916 in
clusive. During that period the great majority of the members
continued to carry their membership in the national body through
their respective state societies. These society members attended
the annual meetings of the American Association, at the hands of
their respective delegates annually elected to that duty.
PITTSBURGH BRANCH OF THE PENNSYLVANIA INSTITUTE

On November 25,1913, our professional brothers in Pittsburgh,
taking advantage of a permissive regulation in the by-laws at that
time, held a meeting to organize a Pittsburgh branch of the Penn
sylvania Institute. Membership of the branch was to be
restricted to members of the institute residing, or doing business,
in Pittsburgh. The council of the institute duly received a
formal application from the new Pittsburgh branch, for approval
by the institute, under the then existing by-laws, and on January
22, 1914, the application was approved.
This Pittsburgh branch, which seems to have lasted about a
year, had little more than a nominal existence, largely because of
the small membership. Its passing left the western part of the
state, as before, without any local organization.
THE PENNSYLVANIA DOOR THROWN OPEN

On June 4, 1915, Governor Brumbaugh affixed his signature to
an amendment of the Pennsylvania C. P. A. law, under which
discretion was given to the board of examiners to recommend for
certificates, without written examination, certified public account
ants of other states, who had been in practice five years, and who
established bona-fide offices in Pennsylvania.
This provision of law opened the door to a large number of cer
tified public accountants of other states to active membership in
our Pennsylvania Institute. Particularly was this felt in the
western part of the state, where many accountants had estab
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lished themselves and sought to use C. P. A. titles secured from
other states.
NEED OF A LOCAL SOCIETY IN PITTSBURGH

In the spring of 1915, several Pittsburgh accountants got to
gether in an effort to form an independent local organization to
represent the profession in the western part of the state. This
movement crystallized in a meeting to organize a new body to be
called the “Accountants’ Society of Western Pennsylvania,’’
whose membership should be open alike to certified public ac
countants of any state and to non-certified men. This proposal
was regarded by the council of the institute as inimical to the
welfare of our profession. The president of the institute, Mr.
Herbert G. Stockwell, counseled more thought and discussion.
Further committee work ensued. Finally the proposed western
society came to naught.
LOCAL CHAPTERS AUTHORIZED

In the summer of 1915—a dozen years ago—the institute’s
committee on by-laws struggled earnestly with proposed amend
ments to the by-laws to bring about a division of the membership
east and west—a chapter in Philadelphia and a chapter in Pitts
burgh. Under this 1915 proposal the membership was to be wid
ened to take in as chapter members men who were not eligible as
members of the Pennsylvania Institute. After a great deal of
work and discussion this proposition was submitted to a meeting
of the institute on January 17, 1916, and was disapproved.
After another year’s time, namely on January 15, 1917, the by
laws of the institute were amended and our present article IX on
local chapters was adopted. This ten-year-old by-law provides a
method for the formation of local chapters within the membership
of the Pennsylvania Institute, wherever a nucleus of seven mem
bers is grouped.
PRESENT PITTSBURGH CHAPTER

Five years after this provision for local chapters had been
worked out and adopted, the first such chapter was organized—in
Pittsburgh—on April 13, 1922. And a flourishing organization it
has become, suitable to the progressive city and district it serves.
The chapter elects its own executive officers: chairman, treasurer
and secretary, and its own governing body called the executive
committee. The chapter makes its own by-laws, subject to ap
proval by the council, and is in undisputed charge of its own field,
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its own policy, its own finances and its own meetings. Such
matters as relate to the enforcement of the C. P. A. law, to state
or federal legislation and to intercourse with other state societies
remain the province of the Pennsylvania Institute—the state so
ciety—whose council carries on as heretofore.
PHILADELPHIA CHAPTER

Up to last spring the members of the institute residing in the
eastern part of the state and those outside of the state had con
tented themselves with the old order, under which the institute
held quarterly stated business meetings and monthly meetings of
its members during the winter season for the reading of papers on
subjects of professional interest followed by discussion thereupon.
These meetings have been attended by a fair number of Phila
delphians.
It was inevitable that a feeling should grow up among those who
had affiliated with the Pittsburgh chapter, that they had been rel
egated into a subordinate body while the Philadelphians had held
together the institute itself.
At the annual meeting of the Pennsylvania Institute, held in
Philadelphia, April 20, 1925, Mr. Frank Wilbur Main of Pitts
burgh, a member of the state board of examiners, brought frater
nal greetings to the institute from the Pittsburgh chapter, and
told of the success of its work in the western part of the state and
of its weekly luncheon meetings with discussions. In the course
of his remarks Mr. Main brought forward the suggestion that
there should be a rearrangement of the by-laws of the institute to
provide for chapters in various sections of the state, including
Philadelphia and Pittsburgh. Mr. Main expressed his belief that
the day was not far distant when additional chapters would be or
ganized in Harrisburg, Wilkes-Barre and Scranton.
It remained for Gardner W. Kimball, while vice-president of
the institute and chairman of its meetings committee, to carry out
the plan. After a further revision of the by-laws, on April 7, 1927,
five years after Pittsburgh had stepped out on its own, the Phila
delphians organized a chapter of their own, leaving the institute—
the parent organization—in charge of state-wide matters in the
commonwealth of Pennsylvania, with but one meeting of members
each year.
At the present writing seventy-one members of the institute are
definitely affiliated with the Pittsburgh chapter while one hun178
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dred and eighty-nine belong to the Philadelphia chapter. This
leaves a small minority of members of the institute who have not
denoted their wish to belong to either chapter and are therefore
members at large. These can fraternize annually if they attend
the annual meeting of the institute.
Under the latest amendment to the by-laws the officers and
council governing the affairs of the Pennsylvania Institute are
distributed as between the two chapters approximately on the
basis of membership—east and west. This year the president of
the institute is a Philadelphian while the vice-president resides in
Pittsburgh. It has been arranged that the next annual meeting
shall be held at Bedford Springs, near Pittsburgh. The Pitts
burgh chapter will then have the right to put forward a member of
its own for president, while the Philadelphians will have to con
tent themselves with the vice-presidency.
ENFORCEMENT OF THE C. P. A. LAW

As previously intimated, it remains the province of the Penn
sylvania Institute to police the state, in an effort to enforce the
C. P. A. law.
Since the enactment of June 4, 1915, previously referred to,
under which an accountant registered as certified public account
ant in another state, after establishing residence or office in Penn
sylvania, may, at the discretion of the board of examiners, be
granted a C. P. A. certificate by the governor of the common
wealth, no others are permitted to use the C. P. A. designation in
Pennsylvania.
This has proved a very wise provision as it definitely limits the
use of the C. P. A. designation within the commonwealth to those
who hold certificates signed by the governor. Formerly an alien
C. P. A. was permitted to use his imported title by simply desig
nating, by initials, the state from which he had received a certifi
cate. There have, of course, been several infringements, but
these have been so adroitly handled by the institute’s most compe
tent secretary that there has so far been no necessity to bring any
one to trial before the courts.
The Pennsylvania Institute of Certified Public Accountants, as
the state society, will carry on with its policy of maintaining a
high standard of professional conduct and through the medium of
its council and its committees to advance the interests of the pro
fession throughout the commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
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